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¥irst annconcement
n & Ogtove

T the followlng item appeared in the Chunyg &ng Jih Pac, & news-
paper owned by the w~inistry of Informations

"fheo llunicipal Govermment has docided to hold an slection for Aunicipul
Ceuncillore on the ilth to the 1lith of this month, 29 members will be
shosens: 1 from each of the 18 districts, 2 from the Chamber of Commsrce
{S“hanghad  note: Commercial Union? See parepraph 2 j of this report),
Z from the Lebor Unions, I from the Agricultural Association, and 1 from
the Liberal Vocational YUrgunization.®

Answers mace by local psuple to queries about the elsctions
.y Positical oreups_nt. the New_l Armys.
They knew there wes joing to be un election, dbut thought the local people
Imew nothing mores than the newspapor announcements.
o) In s coflles shop .

“nly the literate persons hed heard about the election, and they knew only
what was in the papers. The onss who could not read knew nothing ebout the
slection.
r,} in s burber shopo

ilo ome hereo knew about tlie elections.
do) Qfficer in a Naylonalist Guerxills Unit.
This colonel stated that the people hac no volee in the elections, which
were contrelled snd conducted by the Chergchun city govermment. lLeuders of
wach district gsubmit the names of people which euch socvtion desires as its
raprosentatives. The people of {hese districts are, however, in complete

i srance or the holding of elections.
d\f Insesrrical persomnels

they sxpressed tE??ﬁ%nxon thut they would find out no more sbout the elections
watil the M voLing® wus overe
o, Fresident vi the Changehun Ovphanaps . T
She ¥new nouning more thuan the newepaper account. Her daughter. is a member
o+ the "womsn®s Jdssocistion” and stuted thut theat organization hed nothing to
4p with the elections.
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go) Customers and menagers of het shop, department store, [Qeery..apd
camera shopo

These persons had read the newspaper account, bub 4id not expect to get
any further details except from the newspapsrs. They stated that Changchun
residents 4id not have any voting privilieges because they did not know who
wre being nominetsd. Only certain leaders do the rmomipating.

h.) A journalist on the“Shang Pac” ( Shanghal note: This paper not pre-
viously identified.)

He stated his paper had received no details except en order to print an
announcement that elections would be held from the 1llth %o the ibth. He
did not expect any details until the 18%th, when he might receive a iist
of those elected. The people, he said, would not nave an opportunity to
express their views until the end of the nonth.

i.) The Secretary-Gemsral of the Chengohun lebor Unione

"Phis 4§ the first time thut u iree alection is to b8 neid in ¥ancluria.
The people, especially luborers, have net been sufficisntly educeted to
make proper use of their right te vote. Upon being reminded by the Union
of the importance of voting, & great many members cf the Changehun Labor
tinion asked: 'Why?, Vhat is this slection for?, Why is there an election?,
Will it do us any good?? To beiter such & situation, this union, which is
sooperuting with the Kuominteng, requested Kuomintang membere to address
groups of workers, explaining the neaning of democracy snd the reason for
elections. Xa this way the people are sducated to some axtent as to the
meaning of democracy, the right to vote, and the importance of uccepting
%he will of the mejority even though the man of their cholce is not elected.
This union has 11 branches. in Changehun und euch branch nomineted two or
three candidates. Thers usre at prosent & total of 30 men running for the
city Council.”

jo)} Official eof the Commercisl Union.

He stuted that euch of the (9 branches of the union has selected two or
three members ms nominees. The list has been sent to the liayor.

k.) Owner of & bookstors, & member of the above unions

He expressed a desire to ses an official of the Commercial ‘Inion elected,
hecause the latter was the only one of the cundidates he had had contact
with. He did not know any of the others.

1.} Uniter in a restaurant,

He saic he didn't know anything sbout thz election, since he cculdn't

read. He had heard people talking sbout it, but reid ne stsention, as

he felt it did not concern him.

me) Mapager of a restaurart.

s steted this was the Iirst time in China's history thet u free eliection
wes being held, and that it wes a great pity that people did nol realize
what it was sbout or take wovantege of their right to vote. He felt that
only educuted people will exercise that privilege, and conseguently that
good representutives will be cliosen.

ng) Pedestrians, coclies and ricksha men.

4 sumary of their opinions 1s thul it is a jood thing to vote for one's
own representatives, but since they do not know what the qualifications of
the cundidates are, they sre relyiny on the educuted people to pick these
representatives. luny are not voting because they trust the sducated poople
o chose more wisely than they could. lany othere are not vobing because
they do not care enough aboub 1. The coolies say that they ds not care who
is elected so long us the man iuproves their living conditions.

0s) School teachers. ‘ .

They felt that this wae China's great opportunity, bub that mery people did
not realize it. It would be their responsibility es educators %o instrust
their pupils about this great Iranchise.

p.) Several eity officials.

They folt thut meny people would uo% take part in the elections because

of lack of educution snd interest. They felt that they themselves, however,
would be in & position to vote for good men becauss they had had sxperience
in official life.
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go) _laborers.

They saia they did not know what the election was for, but listened %o

a faw people whe came to tulk %o them about it. They did not know who
these people were. They felt that one of thelr foremen or union officialse
should be & candidate, as they would then know the candidute.

Burly stezes of the Election

On 15 Uctooer the Industrial end Commercial News, & publication of the Commer—
ciul Union, reported thab LIANG Hou-hsun was elected representailve of the
13th puo ( Shanghai. note: A pao is 4 district covering 100 families.).

The election, it swid, wus not in accordance with demceratic irdeals, but

was engingered by the district political organization. According to this
paper, the above organization printed the ballets and distributed them to

%he people of the 15th pao. The ballo% was 15 inches long by &n ineh wide,
and LIANG*s name was the only one on i%.

bo) On 22 October, the Chung Yang Jih Peo snnounced that the number of
councillors would be enlarged, because some districts were much lar.er

than others and therefore should have more representatives. Five distriocts
were each to eleot enother coumcillor, uand another was to be elected by

the vocationul organization. This same srbicle said that the list of
candidabes from the different districts anc organizations had all been
submitted to the Lunicipal Government for examination- “he finel seleotion
was scheduled for 27 October. 13 candidates from the Chamber of Commerce
and % from the Labor Union had been disqualified by the fluniclpal Govermnent
arid teken off the list. '

(Reporting Officer note: Irom the sbove paragraph, it can be seen that |
the eity government vas controlling the elections. This is pertloularly
shown by the change in election dute.)

ca) On 2% Ootouver & Central News Agency repcrt in the independent newspaper
ilua Sheng Peogimted thut the eity overnment huad published a list of

B, spproved candidates for the ccuneii, and hed given certificutions of
qualification to these candidutes. Representutives of the l'unicipal Social ,
Affuira Bureau were to supervise the election, A meeting of all cundidates
was scheduled for 25 Cctober in the lLunioipal Hall "to discuss mutters
pertaining to the election.”

The Elections

TV Thers viere said to be over 20 locations iu the city where ballots were
being counted. Souwrce{Trausiwr)visited a few of them. Two wers in the City
Admindstration Building. On the second floor, bullots for the representutive
from the Free Orgenizution (Reporting Officer note: Probably the Liberal
Yooational Grganization) were bLeing counted; on the fourth floor, ballots
wers being counted for the Azricultural Association representative. Orgun-
sgation officials were present in both places.

b.) School teachers® ballots were being counted &t s wchool on Ta Ching
Rosd. Balloting here was run in &n orderly fashion,

¢.) At the Labor Union there wus much confusion snd many arsjuments as to
which candidates were up for eleotion. Hach unit within the union had its
own man up for election. There were many argumsnts whenover e wnit discoversd
that its candidate did not have a winning majority. :

do) Voting at the Commercial Union was smooth and orderly.

©.) At & voting pluce in one ol the districts there was a great deal of con=
fusion, mainly becuuse muny people who were 111 or who lacked tramsportation
had sent in their ballots by others. Gection leuders and o%hers present
srgued intenscly in order %o proteet the interest oi their candidates.

Conclusions

There wus no evidence of pulitical demcoracy in the elections f'or the muni-
cipal council om @7 Oetober or in the elections for representutives Lo the

Rutlional assembly. The municipul!::::;f?fgﬁ_ggmided to hold ths election,
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‘ fixed and refixed the dute, and superviased the voting. There was no

1 evidence of sctive campaigning and no atbtempt to fsmillarize the people
with the issues concerned and the qualifications of the candjdutes, Power
of nomination of candidates did not rest with the people, but with pre-
viously organized groups who do not represent the will of the majority-
fhere was sivble puw lic futsrest lu the olesvtinons, withigrours which were
articulate showing interest only in their ovwn cand:detes with the ullimaie
aim of obteining benmefits for their particular orgenizatiorse In spite of
control by the city povernment und ultimately by the Central Government,
however, a certsin smount of public disapproval of this procedure was
voiced.
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